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e Camelford House : January 22, 1806.

' I am this day,' wrote Lord Grrenville to Lord Minto,
6 in hourly expectation of receiving the account of the
loss of a friend whom, notwithstanding some political
differences, I have never ceased to value and to love,
and whose loss will be a heavy blow to the country. I
think it highly probable that this melancholy, and to
me truly distressing, event will delay for some days
longer than as now fixed, the discussion, at least in the
House of Lords. . . . What is to be done in consequence
of this great misfortune few people can even guess; but
the prevailing opinion seems to be that there is to be
an attempt to patch together the poor remnants of the
present Government. If so we are indeed a nation de-
voted to destruction.'

Mr. Elliot wrote the same day from Spring Gardens:
c I cannot let the post go without informing you that
Pitt has become so much worse as to leave no chance
of his recovery, and he probably cannot survive many
hours. Thus is extinguished a bright and luminous
star which has long shone in our political firmament;
and though I certainly have never considered its in-
fluence beneficial, yet it is impossible not to feel a deep
regret for the loss of a man of eminence and distinc-
tion, whose talents have been an ornament to his
country.'

On the following day Mr. Elliot wrote that Pitt's
death had happened at half-past four this morning*
'Lord Grrenville is so much affected by Pitt's death that